The gastric bubble: medicine, magic or mania?
This paper is presented to acquaint the GIA with a new medical procedure that is rapidly gaining popularity throughout the United States. It includes a brief discussion of the medical device itself and the technique of implantation as well as indications and contraindications for its use. In addition, an overview of the program developed at Placentia-Linda Community Hospital, Placentia, CA, is offered. Personal reflections are also rendered regarding the unique nursing opportunities afforded by this procedure and its accompanying follow-up program. In conclusion, this paper will substantiate, with personal experience and early supportive research data, the parallels between the medicinal value, the magic, and the mania accompanying the Gastric Bubble.